Management of hepatoblastoma: an update.
To summarize the current standards and guidelines for the diagnosis and management of hepatoblastoma, a rare pediatric liver tumor. Hepatoblastoma is the most common malignant liver tumor in childhood. International collaborative efforts have led to uniform implementation of the pretreatment extent of disease (PRETEXT) staging system as a means to establish consensus classification and assess upfront resectability. Additionally, current histopathological classification, in light of more advanced molecular profiling and immunohistochemical techniques and integration of tumor biomarkers into risk stratification, is reviewed. Multimodal therapy is composed of chemotherapy and surgical intervention. Achievement of complete surgical resection plays a key role in successful treatment for hepatoblastoma. Overall, outcomes have greatly improved over the past four decades because of advances in chemotherapeutic agents and administration protocols as well as innovations of surgical approach, including the use of vascular exclusion, ultrasonic dissection techniques, and liver transplantation. Challenges remain in management of high-risk patients as well as patients with recurrent or metastatic disease. Eventually, a more individualized approach to treating the different types of the heterogeneous spectrum of hepatoblastoma, in terms of different chemotherapeutic protocols and timing as well as type and extent of surgery, may become the basis of successful treatment in the more complex or advanced types of hepatoblastoma.